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Game theory in practice:  

How do you win “rock-paper-scissors”? 

 

Photo credit: https://pixabay.com/de/finger-faust-h%C3%A4nde-papier-stein-149295/  

Scientists in China have researched the cult game “rock-paper-

scissors” and found a strategy for winning: 

Apparently, players do not make their decisions as randomly as you 

might think. In a field study with 360 players, researchers noticed two 

decisive behavioural patterns:  

• Winners tend to repeat successful strategies.  

• Conversely, losers do everything they can to change their tac-

tics. 

Find out what the implications are with the following link: 

www.telegraph.co.uk/men/thinking-man/11051704/How-to-always-win-at-

rock-paper-scissors.html  
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