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Diphterie 

Diphtheria: 

In 1921, more than 200,000 cases of diphtheria were  

recorded in the United States, resulting in more than 15,500 

deaths. In the 1930s, diphtheria was the third leading cause 

of death in children in England and Wales. 

Today, diphtheria is rare in industrialised countries. 

 

Smallpox: 

In the 18th century, 400,000 Europeans died of small-

pox every year. 

Since 1977, the disease is perceived as having been  

eradicated. 
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